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Spending Time with God 





Time 

Description 

Action 

5:00am-5:30am 

Praising His awesomeness in the cool of 
the morning breeze and Dedicating of the 
day's activity. You may decide to do it 
outside to feel the cool morning breeze 

Prayer/Praise 

9:00am-9:05am 

Read a Psalm of praise back to Him. Tell 

Him what you feel for Him in adoration 
and total submission 

Praise 

12:00noon - 12:30pm 

It is noontime - half of the workday is gone. 
Tell Him thank you for allowing you cross 
over to the other half of the workday. Thank 
Him for all that transpired while you worked 

Prayer/Praise 

4:00pm- 4:05pm 

Read another Psalms of Praise 

Praise 

6:00pm - 6:30pm 

Thank Him for the day. You are probably 
now at home. Call the family together or a 
neighbour and worship Him together 

Prayer/Praise 

9:00pm - 9:05pm 

Read a Psalms of praise after which you 
should take a rest while reading your bible 
and meditating 

Praise 

j j rr h o on Thank Him for allowing you to see a new 

11:55pm - 12:30am . ... ,,?,■? , 

day and take control of the new day 

Prayer/Praise 
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This is the 10th month. It is a special month in my life when I was battling 
with publicly answering this call of the Lord upon my life 11 years ago. 
Through, these years after that forceful compulsion to commence this work 
of faith and truth, I have grown from strength to strength, and all my fears 
had equally gone. Rather, what I see today is the kind of boldness that defies 
human understanding. Surely, it is a good thing to serve the Lord 
wholeheartedly. This October is a month of heavenly dews of His glory. The 
topics set throughout this month is prepared with the mindset that we are 
prepared to encounter the Lord this month and beyond. The topics will lead 
to faith-building discussions as we reason with God in faith and by His 
glorious words. Be rest assured that your encounter with the Lord this 
lOthmonth will lead to wholeness and perfection. May the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the glorious fellowship of the Holy Ghost 
lead you through as you study. Amen! 

Pastor Oghenethoja Umuteme 

BTech (Mar. Engrg); MSc (Oil & Gas Engrg); 

MSc (Organisational Psychology); 

MBS (Biblical Studies); MTS (Theological Studies), 

MTh (Theology); M.Div. (Divinity); 

Th.D. (Theology); PhD (Engrg - in view) 
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And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, 
the manna fell upon it - Numbers 11:9 


T oday is the first day of the 
prophetic month of the dews of 
heaven, and i am so pleased to 
announce this to you so that you will 
expect the blessings of God in 
abundance, henceforth. From the above 
anchor verse, we can see that the manna 
fell along with the dew upon the camp. 
Why? We will see this from the first 
blessing that Isaac pronounced upon 
Jacob, in Genesis 27:28: “Therefore God 
give thee of the dew of heaven...” In the 
ancient world, dew was seen as the 
blessings from God as it is the first 
source of water for the plants to survive 
and source of cooling for the earth. If we 
take it within the context of Isaac's 
prayer, we will notice that Isaac meant 
supernatural blessings from God. 
Therefore, until the blessings come 
upon us like the dew of heaven, there is 
no way we can receive our heart desires 
- be it financial breakthrough, 
promotion into positions of higher 
authorities, breakthrough in ministry, 
breakthrough in marriage, etc. All are 
likened to the manna that fell with the 
dew upon the camp for the children of 
Israel. Again, we are so certain that the 
manna was never experienced by any 
other nation upon the face of earth, 


because there is no history recorded so 
far of its occurrence. This explains the 
fact that while your neighbours might be 
passing through denials, you will be 
filled with the increase of the Lord, as a 
reward for being steadfast before Him. 
Are you expecting a turnaround in your 
life, ask the Lord to release His dew of 
favour - increase, good health, 
establishment, upon you. Itisourmonth 
of the dews of heaven. Every day, as the 
dew falls - you shall be satisfied with 
increase. Let this understanding set the 
mood of your prayers throughout this 
month. It istimeforthe release. 

Faith confession: I understand that the 
dew of heaven falling every morning 
can bring the favour and blessings of 
God upon my life. 

Let us pray: Lord - I am expectant this 
month of October, that your dew will 
shower your blessings of favour upon 
me. Dear Lord, let my expectations 
receive your favour throughout this 
month. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms 16:1-11; 
Deuteronomy 28:1-14 
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ii he# Shield of the Anointed 


Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them 
that put their trust in him. Proverbs 30:5 


U ntil the Lord withdraws His 
arm from protecting us, it is a 
divine law that nothing shall 
afflict the anointed of God. The above 
anchorverse indicatesthatGod protects 
us from the fierce arrows of the enemy 
by His word. In 2 Samuel 1:21, David 
lamented the death of Saul, because he 
died a shameful death as though he 
hadn't been anointing. This tells us of 
the understanding of the ancient world 
on the importance of the anointing of 
God upon those He chooses to bear His 
armour of defence and how those 
bearing the anointed are expected to be 
defended by God. Today, we hear all 
manner of shameful news involving 
those expected to have been anointed. 
The same it is with Christians, when 
they fail to mind their position in their 
service of God, the anointing of salvation 
uponthem will mean nothing. Ashield is 
a protective metal plate or disk used in 
defensive warfare. In the above anchor 
verse, it has been used figuratively of 
how God defends His people. Saint Paul 
says that our faith is our shield (Eph 
6:16). In the Bible, shields were usually 
"anointed" (Isa21:5), in orderto preserve 
them from rusting, and as a lubricant 


against friction to make the arrows of 
the enemy slide off on the surface more 
easily. Hence, if we study the word of 
God more often, we are soaking 
ourselves in the mindset of God. Since, 
the word of God is anointed, we too will 
become anointed. When the word finally 
take root in us, God - through His word 
will become our defender. Will you 
spend some more time studying the 
word of God? If you can, you will become 
fearless and strong in faith. This is how 
we receive the joy of His salvation. Of 
what use is salvation if we are not safe? 
You see why we need the word more 
daily. Our salvation is useless when the 
word of God is not in us. 

Faith confession: I am anointed, so I 
shall live to study the word of God, so 
that I can be protected by His shield 
daily. 

Let us pray: Lord - Secure me in your 
anointing. Let your grace abide with me 
and deliver me from the arrows of the 
enemy. Amen 

Meditation: Deuteronomy 33:29; 
Psalms 33:20-22; Psalms 84:11-12 
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ii he Wings of Faith 


He shall cover thee with his feathers, 
and under his wings shall thou trust... Psalms 91:4 


T he anchor verse for today's 
devotional is concerned about 
how we can receive enduring 
protection. This we can see in verse 5 of 
Psalms 91: “Thou shalt not be afraid for 
the terror by night; nor for the arrow 
that flieth by day.” If there is one thing 
that makes Christians helpless, it is the 
fear of the enemy, and this has provided 
means for dubious prophets and 
prophetesses to enrich themselves 
through lies and deceitful soothsaying. 
To the average believer, his or her 
enemies are neighbours, business 
partners, classmates, colleagues in the 
workplaces, etc. In some cases, these 
enemies have taken the forms of family 
altars or witches and wizards. Yet, the 
word of faith above says that we are 
safe and sound in the promise of God. 
Now, let's take a deeper look at the 
anchor verse and how David used the 
eagle's wings as illustration of the 
covering we receive underthe Lord and 
His hosts of heaven. First, we need to 
understand how the ancient word sees 
the gathering of clouds as a spiritual 
vehicle (Psa 104:3), and not as we see it 
today as the gathering of water vapour. 


It is this understanding that makes us 
pray for the cloud of the Lord to 
surround us and become a covering for 
us against the enemy. If you believe 
that the Lord can preserve you from the 
enemy with His cloud, then you are 
surely depending on faith for 
protection. If you believe that He can 
stretch His wings as an eagle over you 
so that you become hidden from fhe 
enemy, then you are safe under fhe 
wings offaith. If you are sosurethatthe 
promises of God and the testimonies of 
His faithfulness are true, then you are 
riding under the wings of faith (Psa 
17:8; 63:7). 

Faith confession: I am safe under His 
wings and covering over me. I am 
secured because I am holding on to His 
wingsoffaith. 

Let us pray: Lord- I find safety under 
your wings, let me not be dismayed. 
Strengthen me to depend on your 
promises alI the days of my Iife. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms91:1 -16 
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In Fellowship with the Loire! 


For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them. Matthew 18:20 


G od cannot do anything until His 
glory is in our midst. This is the 
fact explained in our anchor 
verse for today's study. Why is it 
important for families to gather in His 
name? Why must a nation gather in the 
name of the Lord? This applies to 
families, associations, friendly 
gatherings, our celebrations, etc. We are 
informed in Proverbs 18:10, “The name of 
the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous 
runneth into it, and is safe." This 
particular scripture portion is very 
important. It reminds us of a very 
important attribute of those who receive 
results by the name of the Lord. They are 
those who value righteousness and live 
by their righteous acts before the Lord. 
We gather in the name of the Lord when 
we see the reason of our gathering as the 
faithful acts of God. When we gather in 
His name, we are reminded of our 
dependence on His grace and mercy. So, 
if we want the glory of God to dwell 
among us, we must also ensure we 
remain sinless and pure in thoughts 
before Him. Else, we will keep having all 
nights of prayers without results and our 
worship and praise sessions will always 
become carnal and devoid of the 
anointing of God. If the glory of God is 


absent how can the Angels be attracted 
to us, and to receive our prayers for 
onward delivery before the mercy seat of 
God at the golden altar? We are created to 
express His glory (Isa. 43:7). We pollute 
His name (Isa. 48:11) when we 
undermine this glory (Num. 14:22) and 
begin to live a life that insults His image 
and likeness. This is why God frowns at 
sin, because we end up tarnishing His 
personality before unbelievers. Today, it 
is becoming more and more difficult to 
separate the church from the club. Today, 
we see unrepentant celebrities given 
front seats when they visit the church and 
pastors projecting them as role models, 
not unto repentance but unto sin. If we 
are sure that He lives in our hearts, we 
will also be mindful of ourconversations. 

Faith confession: The glory of God in me 
is able to sustain me and bring the 
blessingsof God upon my life 

Let us pray: Ancient of days and my 
saviour, let me be filled with your glory 
continuously. Let my life manifest your 
eternal love and salvation. Purify me like 
gold always. Amen! 

Meditation: Romans 3:23; 1 Corinthians 
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Invoking the Qkwy of Gml 


And Moses said, This is the thing which the Lord commanded that ye 
should do: and the glory of the Lord shall appear unto you. Leviticus 9:6 


W e invoke His glory when we 
pray unto the Lord; when we 
beseech or entreat Him to 
respond to our plea; when we live a life 
that is appealing to Him; or when we 
petition Him concerning His promises. In 
today's anchor verse, we read and study 
an important portion of scripture where 
Moses instructed Aaron of what to do so 
that the glory of God can appear upon the 
altar. If we read further through verse 7, 
we will see the full instruction there - 
“And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the 
altar, and offer thy sin offering, and thy 
burnt offering, and make an atonement 
for thyself, and for the people: and offer 
the offering of the people, and make an 
atonement for them; as the Lord 
commanded.” Why was it important for 
the glory to appear before Aaron if not to 
ensure people yield to the Lord in total 
worship? In Numbers 9:23-24, we read 
that indeed, the glory appeared unto the 
people after Moses and Aaron blessed 
them, and they bowed in worship. Now, 
we will not understand what Jesus Christ 
achieved for us if we do not understand 
what Aaron achieved by the offerings 
spelt out above. Jesus prayed for this 
glory also in John 17:1-2, before He was 
crucified for our sins, and indeed the 


glory of the Lord caused an earthquake 
that made the centurion around to 
worship the Lord - Matthew 27:54. Hear 
what they actually said - “Truly this was 
the Son of God.” The reason we are 
unable to yield to God in full worship is 
because His glory is not in our midst. I 
wonder how a music minister will be 
weeping and screaming as though he or 
she is under the anointing of the Lord, 
and the congregation are yet to feel 
anything. Did you read that Moses and 
Aaron were screaming at their voices 
before the glory of the Lord appeared? 
They blessed the people, and the glory 
followed the blessings and the people 
responded in full worship. 

Faith confession: I receive your 
blessings Lord. I see your glory in my life. 
I respond today in total worship of your 
Holy name. Be thou exalted forever and 
forever. 

Let us pray: My Lord - sanctifier and 
purifier, let your glory accompany your 
blessings in my life. Let me not 
experience sorrow and let my heart be 
overwhelmed by my loveforyou. Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms29:1-11 
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All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: 
bat the sheep did not hear them - John 10:8. 


I n the devotional of yesterday, we 
mentioned that we need to bring down 
the glory of the Lord. The anchor verse 
above is specifically talking of those who 
bear the message of the Lord, who have led 
the children of God astray. Do we still have 
such preachers and pastors today? It is 
important to note that not all the sermons 
we hear are messages from the kingdom of 
light. Some preachers are in the habit of 
throwing away the word of God and 
replacing it with their own message of 
wants and needs. If the world is turning 
away from the ideals of Christ and moving 
towards secularism, that even the average 
Christian gathering is enshrined in the 
values of the secular world, then something 
is wrong with the message we have offered. 
There is no way the message will be wrong 
without the messenger being wrong. Jesus 
didn't blame the sheep, rather He blamed 
the messengers. If the sheep is moving into 
the world, then the messenger has acted as 
a thief. In another occasion He said, that the 
reason the sheep were fainting, and 
wandering was because they had no 
shepherd (Matthew 9:36). The people did 
have the teachers of the law in their midst, 
yet they were not shepherds. So, the fact 
that many are wandering today, also shows 
that there are yet not much sincere 
shepherds. This implies that merely seeing 
someone as a pastor doesn't qualify the 
person as a shepherd working for the Lord. 
On speaking on how the messenger should 


go about the kingdom message, Jesus 
made reference to John the Baptist - “And 
as they departed, Jesus began to say unto 
the multitudes concerning John, What went 
ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken with the wind? But what went ye out 
for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? 
behold, they that wear soft clothing are in 
kings 'houses. But what went ye out for to 
see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and 
more than a prophet" (Matthew 11:7-9). 
John was indeed armed as a prophet in his 
appearance and his message, not as a 
flamboyant celebrity. Our actions and 
dressings speak volumes about who we 
truly represent. I grew up in a culture where 
married women are known with their 
dressings. If we are married to Christ, we 
must dress like one - in appearance and in 
character. 

Faith confession: I am clothed in glory 
because I have received the message of 
truth. I enjoy the peace of the Lord, because I 
am clothed with His glory. 

Let us pray: Lord, dress me with your 
glorious appearance, so that I can represent 
you perfectly in my attitudes and dressings. 
Save me also from carnal mindedness. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Psalm 122:1, Jeremiah 10:21, 
Haggai 2:6-9 
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Awaken Your Immeir Consciousness 


Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: he ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. Matthew 10:16 


W eshould notallowourselvesto 
be deceived by sweet coated 
tongues. The wrath of God is 
still real, no matter how we use science to 
dissuade the people from observing the 
truth. If God was not involved in 
earthquakes, tsunamis, landslides, etc., 
why are they referred to as natural 
disasters? Who is behind nature if not 
God? There is so much bad air in 
circulation already and will take time to die 
out. This is the time to awaken our inner 
consciousness and allow the spirit of 
Christ speak through us. It is the time to 
truly understand the times we are now, so 
that we would stand in faith till the end. 
Isaiah 59:8 says - “The way of peace they 
know not; and there is no judgment in their 
goings: they have made them crooked 
paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not 
know peace.” Those who professes evil or 
supports the acts of evil will definitely 
know no peace. In the scripture portion we 
just read, Isaiah revealed the sayings of the 
Lord to a people that have neglected the 
precepts of the Lord, and have 
championed the course of evil in their daily 
lives (Isaiah 59:7). Don't forget the Lord 
says we are sheep among wolves in our 
anchor verse. The wolf is the government 
and its 1 Anti-Christ policies. The wolves are 
the preachers of deceit. They are also 
brethren who come into the church on 


seductive dresses to uphold the values of 
devil. They are church members who hates 
the gospel and prefer to hear carnal 
messages. But we are to become as wise 
as the serpent, yet harmless as a dove. 
What a wonderful combinational 
emotional disposition? This will be 
possible in how our life embraces truth, 
and the values of God. This is how we can 
awaken our inner consciousness so that 
we are not led astray. In separate meeting 
with the Lord, Peter was shown how he 
would suffer for the Gospel and thereafter 
meet with the Lord - 2 Peter 1:14. As we 
stand to work the works of righteousness, 
He is surely with us till the end of time 
(Matthew 28:20). And we would not be left 
inthedark-Hewill keepguiding ussothat 
we are not polluted. 

Faith confession: I am steadfast in the 
Lord and I abide by the truth. I am glorious 
in the Lord because I am His sheep and He 
ismyShephard. 

Let us pray: Lord - guide me daily to live 
by your truth. Let my inner consciousness 
be continually awakened to uphold your 
value of sanctity and emotional maturity 
daily. So will I stand firm upon my rock of 
salvation. Amen! 

Meditation: Isaiah 59:1-21 
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Pursuing Spiritual Micifeiiity in tlh# Lord 


The foxes have holes , and the birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay his head. Matthew 8:20 


P ursuing spiritual maturity in the 
Lord, simply implies following 
after God. What do I mean by this 
assertion? I once came across Hosea 6:3, 
“Then shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord: his going forth is prepared 
asthe morning; and he shall come unto us 
as the rain, as the latter and former rain 
unto the earth.” This portion of the Bible 
clearly explains the benefits of living to 
please God. However, coming to know 
God was difficult to the Israelites as they 
have the laws to follow. Hence, in 
pursuing spiritual maturity it is important 
that one understands the person of God. 
Jesus explains in John 4:24 - “God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth.” This 
verse clarifies also that the path to 
spiritual maturity is defined by how well 
we understand the spiritual nature of God. 
The anchor verse above shows how Jesus 
prepared Himself for the salvation we 
enjoy today. The words of Christ to Pilate 
in John 18:36, come to mind when He said 
-“... My kingdom is not of this world: if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would 
my servants fight....” Those who pursue 
spiritual maturity do not entangle 
themselves with political chase of power 
and the support for the call for war. It is a 
life of peace and moral discipline, fulfilled 


only in Christ. The road is strait and 
narrow, full of intricacies and spiritual 
surprises, but others have journeyed on 
this narrow path, you too can (Matthew 
7:13-14). The benefits are enormous. I am 
a testimony of the gains that follows those 
who serve Him faithfully. If I can testify, 
you too can. Desire to know Him and 
willing to bear upon yourself the burden of 
the gospel, so that through you God can 
reclaim this world from those with devilish 
mindset. This is why you must repent 
wholeheartedly and let your appearance 
please Him. Heaven is not happy when we 
chase after miracles (John 4:48; Mark 
13:22; Mark 8:12), because miracles takes 
virtue from the Lord (Mark 5:30). Those 
who understand do not seek miracles, but 
to become His friends and working the 
work He does with the father (John 15:14). 

Faith confession: Today, I am joint heirs 
with Christ. I will not allow my physical 
predicament to deprive me from 
preachingthegospel. 

Let us pray: Lord! Help me to desire you 
more than miracles. Give me the patience 
to listen to your word and execute your 
instructions above my sorrows. Amen! 

Meditation: Mark 10:29-30 
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Hvidenc© of Spiritual !M!ciitiyiii s ity=il 


Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls... Matthew 11:29 


T he anchor verse expresses how 
our Lord want us to follow Him on 
our spiritual journey. This path 
surely has its benefits, and these we shall 
be discussing today and the coming days. 
Today, we will see that following the path 
of spiritual maturity is the only way to 
escape from the sorrows of material 
acquisition as espoused by Jesus when 
He said in Mark 10:29, “Verily I say unto 
you, There is no man that hath left house, 
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, 
or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, 
and the gospel's.” Someone on the path of 
spiritual maturity will have to understand 
what Jesus mean when He says also in 
Matthew 8:20, “The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests; but the Son 
of man hath not where to lay his head.” 
The above scripture verses show that it is 
a demanding task to follow the path of 
spiritual maturity. The ultimate reward is 
to find rest unto our souls - Matthew 11:29- 
30: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; for i am meek and lowly in heart: and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” One 
clearly sees here also that the task of 
taking His 'easy yoke' (His spiritual 
nature), and light burden' (desire to save 
the world from perishing in eternal hell) 
upon ourselves. This is better than 


enjoying the luxury that the secular world 
has to offer in sin. This does not mean you 
won't make money, buy cars, live in good 
houses, have good businesses, etc. It is 
the desire of the Lord to bless you 
abundantly as He did to al I those who have 
served Him faithfully, and especially to the 
children of Israel (Deut. 6:10). He wants 
you to inherit wealth and riches as a 
reward foryour righteousness before Him 
(Psa. 35:27) and not by cutting corners - 
stealing from others to their hurt, 
deceiving others and cheating them, etc. 
If you can rely on Him, He is able to sustain 
you the way He has done for every of His 
creation - the sun, moon, this earth, 
animals, etc (Luke 12:6-7; Matthew 10:31). 

Faith confession: The Lord wants me to 
prosper in righteousness and not through 
carnal means that oppresses others and 
steal from them. 

Let us pray: Lord - be glorified in my 
heart. Be exalted in my thoughts. Let my 
desires be according to your will. Help me 
to remain steadfast till the end of my life 
on earth, serving and glorifying you daily. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Psalms 35:1-28; Psalms 
40:16-17 
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Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. Romans 13:8 


Y esterday, we said that we find rest 
upon our souls when we follow the 
Lord. Today we will discuss a 
second benefit of spiritual maturity. This 
benefit is seen as we begin to live a life of 
love in our neighbourhood. Looking at our 
world today, one would see the 
multiplication of evil and wickedness, to 
the extent that humans have become so 
aggressive in their matrimonial 
relationships. What has gone wrong? The 
simple answer is that our world is defined 
by secular ideologies and idiosyncrasies. 
The church is now a place to test every kind 
of secular idea to see if it would help fill the 
cathedrals to their brim. Was this the idea 
of Christ too? No! His purpose on earth was 
clear - it was the establishment of the 
kingdom of God here on earth. Anyone who 
would pursue spiritual maturity, must 
follow after the precepts of Christ, and that 
includes ensuring that godliness live in our 
hearts. How do we define our spiritual 
maturity without love for our neighbours? 
It was in response tothisthat Apostle John 
argued in 1 John 4:20, “If a man say, I love 
God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for 
he that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen." A life of communal love and 
care will increase the level of faith and 
worship within the Christian community, 
as believers will nowgathertogether not to 


showcase their wealth, but to submit 
under the merciful love of God, which is 
shared with other believersthrough Christ. 
From the parable of the Good Samaritan in 
Luke 10:30-37, one sees another value of 
spiritual maturity, as it enables one to show 
mercy unto his or her neighbours. In 
Proverbs 3:3-4, scripture informs us of the 
benefit of being merciful to others - “Let 
not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind 
them about thy neck; write them upon the 
table of thine heart: So shalt thou find 
favour and good understanding in the sight 
of God and man.” You see that? Favour 
follows those who are merciful. Overlook 
events that could have made you angry. 
Smile more often, it my secret to living in 
this world of cruelty and wickedness. Do 
not expect others to show you love and 
mercy but hinge your trust on the loving 
kindness of God. 

Faith confession: I am a child of mercy. My 
heart is filled with the mercy of the Lord. I 
desire to live a life of mercy unto others. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord! plant a heart of 
mercy in me. Let me live to forgive others 
whenever they offend me. Let me desire to 
dothethingsthat please you. Amen 

Meditation: Psalms 18:25-26; Proverbs 
11:17 
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But he that is greatest among you shall he your servant. And 
whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he 
that shall humble himself shall be exalted. Matthew 23:11-12 


W hen we mature spiritually, we 
become a proclaiming 
Christian community who 
share their faith to strengthen one 
another (1 Thessalonians 4:18). This will 
in turn strengthen the faiths of young 
believers, when they begin to experience 
the joy and love that is professed by 
everyone. Spiritual maturity helps us to 
serve others in humility. Jesus espouses 
this as seen in our anchor verse above. 
From this portion of the Bible, one can 
imagine the peace that will reign on earth 
if humans can allow the rule of the spirit 
take over the human mind. The Christian 
life is a life of selfless service unto 
humanity. The very first time that Cain 
was asked by the Lord about the 
whereabout of Abel, his reply is still 
similarto what many of us will reply God if 
we are asked the same question - Genesis 
4:9, “And the Lord said unto Cain, Where 
is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know 
not: Am I my brother's keeper?” If you are 
not your brother's keeper, who will keep 
watch over you? Though, the Christian 
race is an individual burden, yet we have a 
communal responsibility to keep our 
fellowship strong. As we grow in our 
relationship with God concerning the 
things of the spirit, we will also know that 
the mindset of God is for us to live 


together as one united entity. This was the 
reason Jesus said - John 17:22,” And the 
glory which thou gavest me I have given 
them; that they may be one, even as we 
are one.” From this scripture portion, we 
understand that the glory of God is what 
unites us together to champion the 
purpose of heaven. Implying that the 
reason we live in disharmony, even when 
we claim that we are Christians, is 
because we no longer have the glory of 
God resting among us. Why? We have 
treated the commands of the Lord with 
negligence. If we can return back to the 
path prepared for us by Christ through His 
apostles, we will learn to live in unity as 
we begin to experience the glory of God 
again. 

Faith confession: I understand that for 
Christians to live in unity they must 
receive the glory of God. The absence of 
the glory of God in the church is the 
reason for disunity and continuous 
quarrel among the brethren. 

Let us pray: Lord-fill me with your glory. 
Let this glory envelop my thoughts. Let 
my heart receive your instructions and 
give me the will to live by them. Amen 

Meditation: John 17:1-26 
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Kvidenee of Spiritual Moiturity-4 


We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a 
time of health , and behold trouble! Jeremiah 8:15 


I n the anchor verse above, we come 
across a period when the children of 
Israel suffered in health becausethey 
neglected their relationship with God. 
With respect to this behaviour, Isaiah 53:6 
says, “All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.” The only way to mature 
spiritually in the Lord is to stick to His will 
and commandments. As we read in the 
anchor verse, we fall into illness when we 
part ways with God. Spiritual maturity can 
enable one to live a healthy life as we 
begin to desire more of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. This is the sure cure to drug 
addiction. Peter gave this answer in Acts 
2:15, “For these are not drunken, as ye 
suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of 
the day.” This shows that those who want 
to be out of drugs can get drunk with the 
Holy Ghost, and be rejuvenated unto real 
life, and not the fake life of hallucination 
that comes with drugs addiction. With 
drugs come depression and the thought of 
committing suicide. Crime will also 
reduce as more people toe the path of 
spiritual maturity, because to be spiritual 
is to avoid secular influences. Also, as 
long as one is not going to be sexually 
promiscuous as a result of one's chase of 
the path of moral sanctity and purity, one 
is also free from sexually transmitted 


diseases, and then, unwanted 
pregnancies that could have led to 
abortion. Again, spiritual maturityteaches 
that one takes rest from the busy world to 
commune with God. This rest has a way of 
helping one to replenish lost strength. 
People do all manner of sporting exercise 
to keep physically fit, but the spiritual 
maturity path involves fasting, praise, 
dance, and worship. These activities 
indeed can profit the body and enable one 
to become strong and healthy physically. 
Apostle Paul advised in 1 Timothy 4:8, “For 
bodily exercise profiteth little: but 
godliness is profitable unto all things, 
having promise of the life that now is, and 
of that which is to come.” From here, one 
can also come to terms with the benefits 
of godlinessthrough spiritual maturity. 

Faith confession: I am determined to live 
a life that is dependent on the Holy Ghost 
and undergo spiritual exercises that will 
make me healthy and physically strong. 

Let us Pray: Lord! Let my life be directed 
by your Holy Ghost. Give me the 
determination to depend on your unfailing 
word of faith for the purity of my soul. 
Amen! 

Meditation: 3 John 1:2 
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Kviclenee of Spiritual lMlciit^iiity=i 


Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, 
thou hast covered all their sin. Psalms 85:2 


S piritual maturity takes away the 
guilt of sin totally. This is the 
position of David in the anchor 
verse above. In the same Psalms 85:8-9, 
David advised that the only way to 
become freed from the biting fangs of 
sins is to hold on to God continually: “I will 
hear what God the Lord will speak: for he 
will speak peace unto his people, and to 
his saints: but let them not turn again to 
folly. Surely his salvation is nigh them that 
fear him; that glory may dwell in our 
land.” The guilt of sin is so biting that it 
can prevent us from pushing forward for 
greater exploits in life. When we are in sin, 
we begin to have afeeling of rejection and 
hatred, as though the world is chasing 
after us. This is why Scripture says, in 
Leviticus 26:37: “And they shall fall one 
upon another, as it were before a sword, 
when none pursueth: and ye shall have no 
power to stand before your enemies.” 
Even after giving their lives to Christ, 
many believers still live a life of self- 
condemnation. The guilt of the sins of 
yesteryears won't just go away. The 
reason for this is simply due to the fact 
that one has not fully surrendered to the 
life that defines one's bearing with the 
precepts and desires of God for us. If one 
is surely out of sin, then one is prepared 
for the sudden sound of the trumpet that 


will mark the call of the faithful unto 
Christ. Nothing is as glorious as being 
among the chosen of God. The 
importance of this event is seen as Jesus 
mentioned it in Matthew 16:28,” Verily I 
say unto you, There be some standing 
here, which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the Son of man coming in his 
kingdom.” To the secular mind, the event 
of His second coming is mere fallacy, and 
this in part might have been responsible 
for the nonchalant attitude many have 
towards the gospel. But, the spiritually 
minded will live daily to merit being part 
of this higher calling. 

Faith confession: I will continually align 
my ways to the precepts of the Lord. I 
surrender my entire being to the control of 
the Lord. I have overcome the power of 
sin. 

Let us pray: Lord - Jesus, strengthen me 
with your spirit, to enable me continually 
live above sin. Let not my physical 
situation of need lead me into a life that is 
not pleasing before you. Save me from 
degenerating life and uphold my heart to 
serve you.Amen! 

Meditation: Romans8:1-39 


Fruitful Vine /13 









4 A 

Su 

Mo 

Tu 

We 

Th 

Fr 

Sa 

Su 

Mo 

Tu 

We 

Th 

Fr 

Sa 

Su 

Mo 

Tu 

We 

Th 

Fr 

Sa 

■yi oct 

wrY 2019 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 



_ 








Hallmark ©f Spiritual Maturity 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 


F rom the anchor verse above, we 
can conclude that spiritual 
maturity brings the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is a life filled with 
the love of God. This love of God enables 
us to have a perfect communion with the 
Holy Ghost. It was the expectation of 
Paul, that these three manifestations of 
God will be with us. If we look deeply into 
the anchor verse again and remember 
that this is the same prayer we pray in 
church during closing blessings, we will 
ask ourselves if this prayer have been 
working in our lives. If it has, why are we 
not receiving the glory of God that 
accompanies His grace, love and Holy 
Ghost? From our discussions so far on 
spiritual maturity, we can conclude that 
spiritual maturity leads one into a life of 
personal communion with God through 
fasting and praying as led by the spirit, 
teaching us how to be modest in the 
chase of material possessions, enabling 
us to live in peace with our self and our 
neighbours as we continue to love our 
neighbours as we do love ourselves, 
encouraging us to forgive one another 
because this is a ticket to obtaining the 
mercy of God as espoused in Matthew 
5:7. It also teaches us how to eat 


responsibly and avoid sexual 
immorality, so as to stay physically fit 
and healthy. I conclude this with the 
words of Saint Paul in 2 Timothy 2:4, “No 
man that warreth entangleth himself 
with the affairs of this life; that he may 
please him who hath chosen him to be a 
soldier. And if a man also strive for 
masteries, yet is he not crowned, except 
he strive lawfully.” Our focus should be 
Christ, as we look daily unto Him for our 
sustenance, because He is “the author 
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of 
God” (Hebrew 12:2). 

Faith confession: I depend on you my 
Lord. I stand to defend the gospel of 
truth that you died for. I have received 
salvation by your stripes. I am forever 
grateful to you. 

Let us pray: Lord! Help me to continue 
to depend on your loving-kindness for 
the elevation of my soul unto upper glory 
inyourthrone. Amen 

Meditation: Matthew6:1-34 
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Living Beyond Rejection 

Arid the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him 
that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months .Exodus 2:2 


T he indication from today's 
anchor verse shows that 
Moses 1 mother preserved his 
life because he was handsome from 
birth. You can see that when God is 
concerned about you, he really gives 
you an advantage that will keep people 
to continually be attracted to you. This 
goodly nature upon Moses, was the 
reason the daughter of Pharaoh 
couldn't take her eyes off him. There are 
ladies who spend hours trying to make 
themselves look good facially through 
the use of artificial makeups. This tell 
you the sorrow many undergo because 
they believe that they are being 
rejected because of their physical 
outlook. Some ladies have equally 
gone ahead to present themselves for 
all manners of body enhancement 
surgery because they have lost self- 
confidence. We read of how Sarah was 
still beautiful at age 90, to the extent 
that kings still wanted her as their wife. 
Aside physical beauty which God have 
given to some, there is also the inner 
beauty. This is the one that make others 
to sow your memory in their hearts. I 
have come across people who are 


physically beautiful or handsome, and 
vow never to get closer to them again 
because of theirfoolishness, arrogance 
and pride. I have also seen people who 
are not really too beautiful on the 
outside, but I want to be with them 
because they display evidence of 
wisdom, humility and love for the 
things of God. Inner beauty is evidence 
based - this is the heart of love that 
moves the heart of God. Ask God today 
to fill you with His inner glory, and your 
inner beauty will radiate to beautify the 
physical. 

Faith confession: Lord! I understand 
that those who are willing to receive 
your word into their heart can 
experience your compassion. 

Let us pray: Lord, let me experience 
the provisions that accompanies your 
compassion. Help me with the patience 
that I need to restore my soul from the 
kingdom of darkness, as I hear and 
learn your word daily. Amen! 

Meditation: Isaiah 49:15; 

Psalms91:1 -16 
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G@d is Waiting 

Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide 
of my youth? Will he reserve his anger for ever? Jeremiah 3:4-5 


W e might have committed all 
manner of sins against His 
name, yet as a loving and 
caring father, He is patiently waiting for us 
to return and simply say - “I am sorry.” Why 
is it difficult for us to stay true to our 
confession of repentance before the Lord if 
not for the weight of sin? I have come 
across believers who keep waiting for God 
to come and take sin away from them. To do 
this, God would have to make us blind to 
sight-seeing, deaf to hearing, kill oursense 
of smell, kill our sense of touch and feeling, 
and lock us indoors. You see that it is 
impossible for God to do all these to make 
us sinless. This is why we have a duty of 
repentance. If God was to take sins away by 
Himself, then there is no need for us to 
repent because there will be no sin to 
commit. Yet, God want us to come to Him 
clean from sin. If we must achieve this 
state, we need to learn from what other 
saints did to win the heart of the Lord. Saint 
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:27, “But I keep 
under my body, and bring it into 
subjection..." Here we learnt that to 
remain pure, we must keep the desires of 
theflesh under control.This means, we are 
not expecting to enjoy all the pleasures that 
life gives. We must live a life of self- 
discipline. Later in 1 Corinthians 10:6-8, 
Paul mentioned the sins that we must 
overcome - lust after evil things, idolatry 
and fornication. Now in verse 8, we learnt 


that for the sin of fornication alone, God 
ended the lives of 23,000 fornicators. In 
verse7 the sin of idolatry was captured thus 
- “The people sat down to eat and drink and 
rose up to play." Why was God angry with 
them when He already knew that these 
idols are lifeless (Psa. 115:4-7). The answer 
is found in Psalms 115:8, “They that make 
them are like unto them; so is every one 
that trusteth in them.” It is not that God feel 
threatened by idolatry, but it is for the love 
for His beloved not to become wayward like 
these idols. So, we can say that idolatry is 
linked to gluttony, drunkenness and 
idleness. Today, we see more idolaters who 
waste precious time on social media 
committing seductive sins. We equally 
have Christians who are gamblers, wasting 
theirtime on deceits and games of chance. 
God want us to be responsible. Any act that 
will reduce the glory of God in us is sin. 

Faith confession: Lord, I know you are 
waiting for me to change my ways and 
reject every character and attitude of mine 
that offends you. 

Let us pray: Lord! Let your presence and 
anointing lead me on the path of 
righteousness. Strengthen me to 
continually overcome the temptations to 
sin. Amen! 

Meditation: 1 Corinthians 10:1-33 
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Overcoming ILciidk 

Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the first fruits 
of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. Proverbs 3:9-10 


K ing Solomon was a man who had 
enormous wealth, and for those 
desiring wealth and increase, it 
is important that we take his advice on 
wealth-making in the anchor verse to 
heart. When we talk about giving to God, 
eyes begin to shine, and tongues begin to 
wag. However, this will not intimidate me 
from telling us that those who give to God 
never lack anything. I don't really like 
talking about giving to God's work to those 
who are still children in the things of God. 
They need to grow and mature first before 
they can know that their finance is needed 
in the vineyard, if they want to prosper 
financially. I live a life of financial sacrifice. 
Tome, itisthegospelfirstornothingelse. I 
have a Bible today; it was the sacrifice of 
some people. I have a hymn book today; it 
was the sacrifice of some people. Jesus 
said we are enjoying the labour of others 
(John 4:38). In 1 Corinthians 4:7, Paul said 
- “For who maketh thee to differ from 
another? and what hast thou that thou 
didst not receive? now if thou didst receive 
it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not 
received it?” We receive everything from 
God by the hand of those He sent to deliver 
us from the shackles of death through the 
name of the Lord, why do we find it hard to 
release to the work of God? In effect, if we 
read 1 Corinthians4:8, you will marvel how 


God blessed the people, yet they were full 
of pride. Here is what Paul actually said - 
“Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have 
reigned as kings without us: and I would to 
God ye did reign, that we also might reign 
with you..." It was the expectation of Paul 
to also enjoy in their increase when he said 
- “...that we also might reign with you...” 
The people were rich and reigned as kings 
though with spiritual crowns, and had the 
respect bestowed on kings because God 
was faithful to them as they received the 
word of God from the apostles. Sooner 
they became rich with plenty, they were 
puffed up with pride and arrogance. I have 
equally noticed this sort of thing among 
present day Christians. Some will even 
insult their pastors to their face and 
become arrogant and disrespectful. 

Faith confession: I am willing to support 
my pastor financially. I know that my life 
will surely see the kind of increase that I 
never anticipated if I can do this. 

Let us pray: Lord! Let me remember to 
release my first increase to your work 
yearly. Let not my heart be hardened 
towards supporting your work financially. 
Amen! 

Meditation: 2Chronicles32:24-31 
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Strengthened by the Spirit 


For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7 


J esus was bold and strong as He 
executed His purpose upon earth. 
The disciples were equally strong 
because the spirit of God is not the spirit of 
failure. I am not comfortable with 
Christians complaining that they are 
unable to succeed in life because there is 
an enemy somewhere intimidating them. 
The anchor verse says it all - we have the 
spirit of boldness, of power, of love and 
sound mind. What does these mean? First, 
the spirit of the Lord gives us boldness - 
not to insult people, but boldness to 
remain resilient until success is achieved. 
This implies that even when others are 
failing, we are succeeding no matter the 
obstacle staring at our faces. It equally 
shows that we have the solution to the 
problems in government, our workplaces, 
our marriages, etc. We have the express 
permission to seek deeper secrets 
concerning the hardship in society (Dan. 
2:28). Second, we have power-physical or 
spiritual. Power is the ability to do work, so 
I see no reason why a child of destiny will 
be playing gambletosurvive when there is 
enormous strength inside to put food on 
our table. The moment David was tuned 
up by the spirt of God, he brought Goliath 
down. There is no way God will allow you 
to come across situations that He hasn't 
prepared you for. This is the mind that 


rules my life. I believethat every situation I 
found myself is divinely arranged by the 
Lord to take me to greater heights that will 
bring Him glory. Third, we are expected to 
experience love through the spirit of God 
working in us. As a repentant believer, you 
live a life of favour and love, even from the 
enemy. This is why I always teaches that 
ratherthan pray forthe enemy to die, livea 
life that is appealing to the Lord and His 
spirit will dwell in you. Once the Holy 
Spirit is in and around you, the Angels will 
camp also around to favour and bless you. 
The last, is the spirit of sound mind, which 
enables us to think, reason and be able to 
take appropriate decision that will lead us 
into a better and more promising life. You 
have the spirit of God? Then be ready for 
exploits. 

Faith confession: Lord - I yield to the 
promptingsof yourspirit. Fill medearLord 
with your spirit of truth and let me be 
strengthened for exploits. 

Let us pray: Guide my footsteps oh Lord, 
as I continually depend on your spirit to 
lead a life that brings honour and glory 
unto your holy name. Amen! 

Meditation: Deuteronomy 11:8; 31:6; 
Psalms31:24 
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ii he Importance of Biblical neaehincjs 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness. 2 Timothy 3:16 


I will start this discussion with an 
explanation of what biblical 
teaching is all about. To me, biblical 
teaching is the revelation of God to 
mankind as contained in the books of 
both the Old and New Testaments. God 
revealed Himself in these scriptures to 
humans who lived within certain cultural 
and traditional setting, defined by 
linguistic, political, religious and ethical 
standards. These background settings 
influenced the manner they presented 
their revelations of God. Severally in the 
Bible, one would read of analogies drawn 
from human environment. For instance, 
Psalm 125:2, reads “As the mountains are 
round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is 
round about his people from henceforth 
even for ever.” Here one easily sees a 
geographical reference used to reveal 
God, as one who surrounds, protects and 
nourishes His children. As clouds rests 
upon the mountains, so also God is seen 
here as a cloud over Jerusalem. It 
therefore follows that in order to 
understand biblical texts one has to 
understand their original contexts, and 
what they intend to reveal about God. 
However, what many see being practiced 
as Christianity today based on the 
interpretations many have derived from 
the biblical scriptures, from their own 


linguistic interpretations have pushed 
some to asked several questions, as to 
the authenticity of biblical claims if there 
has to exist several variance of faith 
based on the same body of scriptures, 
which are intended to reveal God as the 
one and only true God. Yet, the anchor 
verse says that we study the Bible to our 
own advantage, so that we “...may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works” - 2 Timothy 3:17. It clearly 
shows that without a sound doctrinal 
stand, no one is able to maintain good 
works unto the Lord. Plan your time to 
study fervently henceforth. 

Faith confession: I am willing to study 
every scripture contained in the Bible 
with the mindset of learning about God 
and how He revealed Himself to 
mankind. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, I am willing to 
study and understand your word. For, in 
doing this will I become qualified to 
receive your abundant love and care. 
Help me to sustain this quest for my soul 
till the day I will come to you in glory. 
Amen! 

Meditation: 2Timothy2:15-23 
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When! Christianity is Noti 


...a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much 
people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. Acts 11:26 


C hristianity starts with God calling 
man unto Himself by revealing His 
intention to reconcile man back to 
Him as foretold in the Old Testament 
scriptures. Faith in Christianity is 
attributed to the works of Grace, which 
Christ completed at Calvary, so there is 
little room for human efforts in attaining a 
life of mercy and grace. Christianity is a 
'drawing-near' to God life. Christians 
understand that the sin of Adam is the 
cause and the origin of human suffering, 
and that the death of Christ has taken the 
burden of death from humans. To 
Christians, suffering is seen as 
persecutions (Mark 10:30), from the powers 
in high places (Ephesians 6:12), as long as 
one follows the teachings of Christ, and 
seek to know God more. Yet, through 
suffering, Christians are counted as worthy 
of Christ (Romans 8:18; 2 Thessalonians 
1:11). While Christians endure suffering, 
yet they are not condemned to eternal 
destruction as espoused in Romans 8:1, 
“There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 
The Christian's happiness comes when the 
Holy Spirit takes its place in the life of man 
(Galatians 4:6), and not on series of 
meditation, self-denial, or worship of some 
relics and images. Again, the Christian 
worldview has its origin in God, with 
several claim of ownership to Him. It is 


therefore coherent with every part of it, and 
fitting into the life and purpose of Christ. 
Christianity, therefore, as revealed in the 
anchor verse, are a people who live to 
continue the works of Christ here on earth, 
through teaching and willingness to hear 
the gospel and practice what they hear. It is 
atasking calling unto righteousness-with 
the willingness to learn of Him (Matthew 
11:29). We are not Christians, if the same 
spiritthat worked in Christ is not working in 
us. We are not Christians if we are unable to 
stand firm in faith against every temptation 
to sin. We are far from being Christians if 
we depend on human help and neglect the 
grace we obtained through Christ. But we 
are Christians if every profession of our 
faith is hinged on the righteousness of 
Christ. 

Faith confession: I am a Christian 
because I am patient to receive the 
teachings of the gospel and to put what I 
have learnt into practice to prove my faith 
in Christ. 

Let us pray: Lord! I put my trust 
continually in your word. Let your word 
distinguish me by uplifting me from a life of 
want to a life of increase, that I may be bold 
to preach yourgospel daily. Amen! 

Meditation: Acts 11:19-26; Acts 6:1-6; 1 
Timothy 3:1-8 
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ii he Chretioiifs IFciiith=1 


Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ Ephesians 4:13 


C hristian's faith is hinged on the 
death of Christ as the atoning 
grace for mankind to experience 
everlasting peace both on earth and in 
heaven, as one follows and do the will of 
God. This is how we receive His divine 
power. Redemption is the basic 
foundational belief of the Christian faith 
(Romans 3:24). As seen also in Isaiah 
51:11, redemption from suffering is 
possible through the Lord, and thereafter 
man will find eternal happiness (John 
3:16).The expectation of God is that 
humans listen and respond to Him (Isaiah 
30:21; John 5:30). This means that the 
subject of human suffering on earth is 
more inclined towards the spiritual than 
the physical.God does not expect humans 
to contemplate His nature, but to follow 
after His instructions. Meaning, we are 
not expected to question God. When we do 
not hear from God, it shows that we are 
separated from Him. This is what is called 
alienation. It is this alienation from God 
that every human being experience, 
which often leads to many having a 
feeling of spiritual emptiness and would 
want to return to God. After the fall of 
Adam and Eve, reconciliation became 
imminent when Adam and Eve disobeyed 
God and thrown out of His presence 
(Isaiah 1:18; Romans 3:23). The 


implication ofthe above is that the weight 
of sin needs to be taken away for one to 
experience peace, and it became possible 
through the death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross. It starts with being baptized into 
Christ (Galatians 3:27). The book of 
Romans 5:12-15 says - “Wherefore, as by 
one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned. ... For if 
through the offence of one many be dead, 
much more the grace of God, and the gift 
by grace, which is by one man, Jesus 
Christ, hath abounded unto many.” 
Christians do not believe in self-effort to 
achieving eternal bliss and peace, but in 
total dependence on the righteousness 
obtained in Christ, who is the mediator 
before God on behalf of sinful mankind (1 
Timothy 2:5). 

Faith confession: I am guided and led by 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. This 
grace is self-sustaining, and I need no 
otherhelpto liveafruitful life. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord, guide my heart to 
follow you and depend wholeheartedly on 
the grace you release upon my soul as I 
continually do your will. Amen! 

Meditation: Ephesians4:1-32 
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ii he ChristfanYs Faith-1 


“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. John 17:3 


T he Christian's reference point is 
John 3:16-18: “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life... Hethat believeth on him 
is not condemned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already...” Christians 
believe that man is sinful and cannot 
approach God (Romans 3:23, 1 John 1:8- 
10) except only through a divine remedy. 
The path involves believing and baptism 
(Mark 16:16) with water to be cleansed 
from sin “in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 
28:19). The Biblical account of the sin of 
Adam and Eve is transgression and 
outright disobedience to the instruction of 
God. The penalty was grievous - costing 
them their home of bliss and severance of 
their relationship with God (Genesis 3:16- 
19), because God attached so much 
importance to obedience (1 Samuel 
15:22). Christianity does not believe that 
keeping the laws (Galatians 3:19, Romans 
3:20,28), and acts of good deeds or 
righteousness alone (Romans 3:10, 1 
Peter 4:18) would lead to forgiveness of 
sins. Christianity emphatically focuses on 
the salvation of mankind from sin and the 
power of death in orderto re-establish the 
relationship between God and man. This 
is the essence of the doctrine of 


atonement, and mankind is helpless and 
condemned to hell without it. To the 
Christian, 'Atonement' is the main focus of 
Faith. Christ died for sinful mankind and 
bore the weight of sin for many (Hebrews 
9:28). Understanding the premise of 
atonement will enable one to have the 
right perspective about sin, and why 
Christ has to die to redeem mankind from 
the main effect of sin - which is alienation 
from God. Christianity believes God loves 
mankind and is in direct contactwith man, 
to the extent of humbly himself to die for 
the sins of man. Finally, Christianity is 
founded on Christ's fulfilment of an age¬ 
long covenant between mankind and God, 
which started with Abraham when God 
demanded for Isaac as a sacrifice and 
ended with the atonement by Jesus. 
Therefore, Christians see the lamb 
provided in place of Isaac as typifying the 
death of Christ on the cross. 

Faith confession: I know that my hope of 
eternal life is hinged on my faith in Christ 
and His death at the cross. 

Let us pray: Lord, teach me howto preach 
your salvation with confidence to the 
world. Help me to know you more through 
the sacrifice you made for my soul. Amen! 

Meditation: Romans5:1-11 
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But unto every one of us is given grace according 
to the measure of the gift of Christ. Ephesians 4:7 


B y speaking of grace in the 
anchor verse, Paul referred to 
the spiritual gifts given unto 
men through Jesus Christ by God 
(Ephesians 4:8). In Ephesians 2:22, Paul 
explained that the purpose of the calling 
is for us to become the habitation of God 
through the Spirit. This is possible 
through the measure of grace that works 
in each and every one adopted unto 
Christ. Hence, some have become 
“apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; For the perfecting of the 
sai nts, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ" (Ephesians 
4:11 -12). It is therefore expected that each 
one should abide under the grace that 
works in the gift received. This way, the 
church will live an orderly and purposeful 
life of worship, in obedience to the will of 
God for mankind in Christ. Furthermore, 
the only way one can sustain grace is by 
learning about Christ, so that one can put 
off the old sinful man, renew the mind to 
accept the new life available in Christ, 
and finally live outwardly, in 
righteousness and true holiness by 
imitating Christ (Ephesians 4:20-24). He 
also admonished them to abstain from 
carnal desires and characters as 


followers of God, and Hisdear children, in 
order to prove what is acceptable unto 
God (Ephesians 5:1-10). Though, we were 
down - yet by grace we become lifted in 
Christ as espoused in Paul's address in 2 
Corinthians 8:9, “Forye knowthe grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be 
rich.” The works of grace can be 
sustained if we remain dedicated to the 
call of God in Christ, to restore the world 
through soul wining and by the teaching 
of the word of life. There is no way we will 
not live a happy and prosperous life if we 
totally harken and submit under the 
guidance of the Lord. His enduring grace 
is always sufficient for anyone who 
upholds sanctity in the Lord. 

Faith confession: This devotional topic 
has opened my understanding more to 
the purpose of the grace of the Lord and 
why I need to depend on Him daily. 

Let us pray: Dear Lord guide meto model 
my life afteryour heart. Let your abundant 
grace be available for me continually as I 
depend on yourgraceto live. Amen! 

Meditation: 2Thessalonians 3:3-18 
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ii he# Beginning of All things-! 


In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth. Genesis 1:1 


I love the book of Genesis. It is my 
favourite book in the Old Testament, 
followed by Deuteronomy. 
Understanding the first and second chapters 
of the book of Genesis, will also enable us to 
plan our lives, knowing what should come 
first. In today's devotional, I want us to take a 
deeper look into Genesis 1 and 2. It is 
important to have knowledge of the origin of 
all things, and that is what the book of 
Genesis 1 and 2 discusses, in an order that 
would make one observe the details of every 
step of the creation events. Here, one comes 
to know who is behind the creation of heaven 
and earth, and then how this would mean 
that God has express access to every part of 
His creation. It shows that there was an 
eternal plan that was being implemented. 
Also, one would see a plan for continuity 
flowing through from one creation event to 
the other, and as this happens one reads 
such words as, 'good, 1 and then, 'very good,' 
showing that God accesses the progress of 
His work, and the indication that He will 
demand accounts of one's work on earth 
someday. As one also reads about the 
creation of man, one sees a link between the 
person of God and man. One ponders over 
the words, 'His Image and Likeness,' during 
the creation of man and ask why was this 
attribute of man necessary to His creation. 
On reading further, one would see that the 
image and likeness was an attribute of 
submission and responsibility unto God. The 
creation of woman from man alsoshowsthat 


God can recreate from His creation - a 
thought that finally opens up one's 
understanding of the occurrence of 
miracles. One would also see the value of 
words and how the entire creation activity 
was carried out by the spoken word of God. 
Before one leaves these two chapters one is 
tempted to ask who created God, and if man 
was yet created in the beginning, how did he 
see and heard what God was saying when 
the Bible says -“And God said, And God 
saw,” which repeatedly appeared. This 
makes one to take a deeper look beyond the 
literary context of the words to want to study 
the personality of who is behind the words 
attributed to Him. This is where the Holy 
Ghost, who reveals the mind of God comes 
in. He is our friend, and able to take us on this 
journey into the heart and secret of God. 

Faith confession: Thank you Lord, for 
revealing yourself from the very first book of 
the Bible as a God who creates and values 
continuity. Thank you for this life I have from 
you. 

Let us pray: Lord, let this understanding 
help me to create a new plan of success and 
increase for my life. Just as the world without 
form never intimidated you, may I not be 
intimidated by what I see in my life. Let your 
power of creation beautify me. Amen! 

Meditation: Genesis 1:1 -31; Genesis2:1-25 
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ii he Beginning of Allll things=i 


Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; 
and renew a right spirit within me. Psalms 51:10 


Y esterday we started this study of 
thefirst twochapters ofthe book of 
Genesis and we can conclude that 
God is wholly involved in recreating our 
lives so that we can experience His 
goodness. Today, we will continue this 
study, so that in our meditation we can 
beg i n to see these two chapters of the book 
of all beginnings in a positive light. You see, 
Genesis 1 and 2 prepares the mind of the 
believer into other areas of theological 
enquiry such as the study of the person of 
the Spirit of God, which appeared in 
Genesis 1:3. The dynamic nature of 
creation and creativity comes to mind also, 
and one beg ins to appreciate the world one 
sees today, as a continuation of the 
creative events that occurred at the 
beginning. In the light of the above 
discussion, one begins to grapple with the 
personality of God, and His attributes. The 
first verse in the Bible says that God 
created the heaven and the earth. This 
points one to His ability to fashion things 
the way He wants. It leads one to see God 
as one who possesses mind and reasoning 
capability. If the Spirit of God was here on 
earth before creation started, then God is a 
spirit and can be everywhere, which means 
He is omnipresent. For God to be 
omnipresent, then He must have a form 
that transcends human wisdom, as man's 
reasoning ability is often limited to space 
and time. The wisdom of God would then 


be seen as infinite, and not examined by 
man's fallible reasoning. When one read 
such words as, 'God said,' one sees God in a 
personality of who is capable of having a 
discussion with man and entering into an 
agreement with him as a means to drawing 
man into His being. How He speaks with 
man would be the next question? If God 
created man in His image and likeness, 
then God can use man to achieve His will 
on earth, and at some point, God can exist 
in human form too (John 1:11). As one sees 
how His spoken word yielded the physical 
things one sees around, we can 
understand how His word can also become 
incarnated into a human form as written by 
John (John 1:1) to expressly reflect His 
personality and being. One sees a central 
theme of the working power of God on 
earth running through both chapters, 
which also runs through the entire Bible. 

Faith confession: In this study I know that 
God is not comfortable with imperfections, 
and that He is able to take away all physical 
and spiritual imperfections in my life 

Let us pray: Oh Lord! recreate me and put 
your strong and willing spirit in me, so that 
I can overcome every imperfection in my 
I ife that does not g lorify you. Amen I 

Meditation: Psalms 51:9-11; Genesis 1: 1- 
31;Genesis2:1-25 
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ii he Beginning of All things-3 


But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole 
need not a physician, but they that ewe sick. Matthew 9:12 


W e are still digesting Genesis 1 
and 2. Let us draw out further 
lessons for our devotional for 
today. The knowledge gained in the first 
two chapters of Genesis, presents one with 
a God who created man after His image 
and likeness, and kept him in a garden 
where he was to live under the watchful 
eyes of God, and living on fruits. Looking at 
the world today, it is also usual for one to 
ask, what went wrong and how this 
present world came to be. These and many 
other questions, as we try to find our place 
with God, would lead one to read further. 
Chapters 3 through 5 of the books of 
Genesis enlighten one on the questions 
above. One also see the fallible nature of 
man, and how man tends to add to the 
information received from God when 
Adam informed Eve of the fruit of the tree 
of good and evi I. The story of Cain and Abel 
reveals God in the light of a God who 
receives worthy praise and worship from 
man, provided it is from a genuine willing 
heart. The genealogical account in chapter 
5 is the earliest indication that the Bible 
account was tracing a path that led to the 
redemption of mankind after the fall. This 
account ended with Noah and hischildren. 
The question one would ask is, what would 
become of Noah and his family in God's 
plan and purpose of redemption.From the 
fall of man and alienation from God, one 


would come to appreciate the help of God, 
and that the absence of God in one's life 
leads to the increase of sin. Wisdom would 
also teach one that God would become 
angry at the multiplication of evil. One also 
sees the character of God d iscussed earl ier 
in display, that God hates imperfection, 
and would always remedy the situation. 
This is what brings about the story of Noah 
and his ark (Genesis 6-9). One also sees 
how man doubts the instructions of God, 
as they might look weird and impossible. 
The acceptance of this redemption 
mission of God in the flood, would also 
mean the acceptance of several other story 
of how God intervened in man's affairs as 
seen severally in the Bible, as also seen 
from ouranchorverse. 

Faith confession: I know that the purpose 
of God for mankind is clearly revealed as 
we study the early chapters of the book of 
Genesis. It shows that God cares for me 
too. 

Let us pray: Lord! let this understanding 
enable me to live a sinless life that will 
honour you all the days of my life. Let me 
not belabour you with my sins anymore. 
Amen! 

Meditation: Genesis 3:1-24; Genesis 4:1 - 
26 
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ii he Beginning of All thimgs=4 


Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God , and keep 
his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. Ecclesiastes 12:13 


W e will pursue our study of the 
book of Genesis further with 
the mindset in the first two 
chapters. As we leave the story of Noah, 
we come across a special story in chapter 
11.Here, we understand the value God 
places on His purpose for His creation, 
and how man had started to deviate from 
God's plan and purpose to fulfil the desire 
of the flesh. A key concern in chapter 11, is 
man's selfish desire to make name for 
himself. Earlier it was said that God hates 
imperfections in His creation, as can be 
seen in His assessment of, 'good' and 'very 
good,' of all He created in Genesis 1 and 2. 
This nature of His, is the reason for the call 
of Noah, and when men failed Him again 
in Genesis 11, it is usual to expect Him to 
intervene. This is what led to the call of 
Abraham. The tracing of the path of 
redemption in Christ started with this 
rescue mission, championed by Abraham. 
The first eleven chapters from the call of 
Abraham (Genesis chapter 12 through 22) 
trace the path of his trials, the birth of 
Isaac, and the test of his faith. This was 
necessary for God to give His approval of 
Abraham's readiness to pioneer His 
redemption plan for the universe. From 
Genesis chapters 12 through 50, one also 
sees the process of maturing a 
redemption mission. The story of Isaac 
and Ishmael tells us about God's 


faithfulness and how man cannot change 
His plan and promise. Then came Esau 
and Jacob, and one sees also that God is 
firm to His plan. The story of Joseph tells 
of how God raises the low and helpless 
into great authority. In all, four 
generations were covered in the narrative, 
showing God's faithfulness to His 
redemption mission. This setting 
prepared the ground that led to the 
Exodus. From this, one would see that the 
call of Abraham was to champion and lay 
the foundation for the final call of the 
whole world unto the eternal purpose of 
redemption, which became possible in 
Christ. All we have to do is to obey the 
preacher in the anchor verse. Fear God 
and keep His commands. This is how we 
become united with Him. 

Faith confession: O Lord, thank you for 
this understanding from the entire book of 
the Bible and the reason why you have to 
give your life for my redemption. 

Let us pray: Lord- as I have prayed before 
now, give me a life that pleases you. Help 
my heart to overcome sin and strengthen 
me to always do your bidding for the safety 
of my soul. Amen! 

Meditation: Genesis 11:1-32; Genesis 
12 : 1-20 
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African Christianity naday 

For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and 
shall shew great sig/is and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, 
they shall deceive the very elect. Matthew 24:24 


A fter the last series of 
discussions, and from questions 
I have received from fellow 
believers on if there is any deviation 
between Christianity as seen in Africa and 
what Jesus handed over to the apostles. 
Understanding African Christianity is to 
understand the problems of Africans - 
poverty, deprivation, oppression from 
leaders, superstition, etc. This has also 
led to the multiplications of fake prophets 
and pastors. If there is any continent that 
has received more financial and material 
aids from other nations, it is Africa. There 
is the character of blaming others for their 
own woes. And that includes depending 
on ancestral fathers and gods to come to 
their aids. It is not uncommon to see 
African students depending on prayers 
upon their pen before they would write 
exams. I have seen where pastors would 
demand that students should keep their 
pen upon the altar for seven days so that 
they would pass their exams. The church 
in Africa is evolving and the dependence 
on spiritual powers is not going to go out 
of the scene in a hurry. Many Christians 
wants a miracle worker as their pastor. 
Others want an exorcist as their pastor. 
And yet others want one who can provide 
food on their dinner tables, pay their 
children school fees, pay their house 
rents, and keep sympathizing with them 


when they are in need. Christ is Help as far 
as they know. The statement of Jesus in 
John 10:10-“...! am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly,” is often misrepresented to 
mean that Christianity is the fulfilment of 
personal needs. Africans live in 
communal settlements where they 
depend on one another for mutual 
benefits. The question one would asked 
is, how far has African Christianity drifted 
away from the norm of first century New 
Testament Christianity? The doctrine of 
longsuffering, which the apostles 
preached severally in the New Testament 
epistles do not sink into the mind of many 
Christians in Africa. This can be attributed 
to the high level of greed and poverty. I will 
encourage us to study the Bible more and 
more so that we can truly serve God. 

Faith confession: I am willing to keep 
studying the Bible, and to equip myself 
with the knowledge of God so that I will 
not be deceived by fake prophets and 
pastors. 

Let us pray: Lord! draw me close to you, 
so that I will not fall into the hands of 
wolves who have disguise themselves as 
your prophets and pastors. Amen! 

Meditation: Matthew 28:19-20 
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Foundational Inftaene 


If the foundations be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do? Psalms 11:3 


I know of a man, tall in height, and 
having a well-built body. He often 
displays characters of pride, 
dishonesty, arrogance, and drunkenness. In 
addition, his drive to sleep with every 
woman that comes his way has made it 
difficultfor him to be satisfied with whatever 
salary he takes home. There are occasions 
he would complain of insolvency despite 
being paid for the month. I have kept his 
tribe out of this discussion. His religious 
belief is Afrocentric traditional spiritualism 
(worship of African idols).African traditional 
religion believes in invoking ancestors to 
solve both physical and spiritual problems. 
This practice encourages many to seek help 
from ancestors, thus building a relationship 
with them rather than fellow humans. It is 
not uncommon to see an African Christian 
calling on God to judge a matterto prove his 
or her innocence. Hence, we hardly find love 
among brethren, rather everyone come to 
God with their problem and waiting to see 
who get answered first. This is seen when 
they give their testimonies - it is as if trying 
to humiliate a neighbour or enemy who had 
mocked them. To the average African 
Christian, Jesus is an ancestor too. So, they 
see Him as one who will kill their enemies 
with fire of the His Holy Ghost. Let's go back 
to the story of this man whose foundation 
was wrong and how it influenced his belief 
about life. He grew up in a family that 
worshiped “Esu Elegbara.” A search of this 
idol in google shows that this god is a 


trickster god of chance. It is my opinion that 
this god may have negatively influenced this 
man's behaviour towards others, especially 
those working under him. Severally, his 
workers have complained of how they are 
forced to work beyond the official working 
hours, yet he still pays them the official flat 
rate. The influence of his religious belief on 
his lifestyle is obvious here. He kept trying to 
cut corners for his personal gain. Whenever 
you are discussing with him, he is always 
trying to see how he can outsmart you to 
make more money. Since my encounter with 
this man, I have always match people’s 
background with their belief about life, and I 
can say that there is always a connection 
between the culture we grew in and how we 
respond to the message of Christ. Let's do 
away with these unhealthy cultures. If we 
truly serve God, let the character of God also 
influence the life we live. 

Faith confession: I know now that my 
foundation can influence the life I live. Now 
that I am in Christ, I am ready to live a life 
that represents Christ. 

Let us pray: O Lord! I pray that you save me 
from foundational influences on my life. I 
might not have noticed it, but I know deep 
down that my life reflects my foundation. 
Amen! 

Meditation: James 1:1-27 
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There is a way which seemeth right unto a man , 
but the end thereof are the ways of death. Proverbs 14:12 


T here are biblical passages that can 
be applied to address the cultural 
and theological background issues 
that have negatively affected the behaviour 
of believers. The Bible says in Genesis 1:27, 
that humans are created in the image and 
likeness of God. What does this mean? It 
shows that humans are here on earth to 
represent Him. If this is the case, then it will 
be a sin against God to maltreat someone 
bearing His form and likeness. It also 
implies that, even as our Lord Jesus Christ 
lived a life of submission to the will of God in 
orderto deliver humansfrom sins (Matthew 
3:15), so also each one of us ought to bear 
each other's burden. This is the reason why 
humans have to be submissive to the will of 
God, which include being merciful and 
demonstrating a token of love and affection 
towards one another. Also, in the Ten 
Commandments, God is seen to be against 
the acts of stealing and coveting a 
neighbour's estates (Exodus 20:15,17). 
Hence, the act of overworking workers for 
the selfish interest of the manager is 
against the will of God. Again, it is also 
wrong to capitalize on the poor condition of 
humans, knowing that they are helpless to 
behave in a mannerthat shows thatthey are 
being enslaved. It would be noted that God 
delivered the children of Israel from the land 
of Egypt because they were been 
oppressed, and at the end, their oppressors 
died in the sea. The response of God to their 


suffering is captured in Exodus 3:7-8, “I have 
surely seen the affliction of my people that 
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by 
reason of theirtaskmasters; for I knowtheir 
sorrows; and I am come down to deliver 
them..." This portion shows that God sees 
the afflictions of the poor, and in His own 
time will respond to their cries. Such 
response has not always been favourable to 
the oppressors, as shown by stories in the 
Bible. We are equally cautioned in the Bible 
that wealth does not come by the acts of 
wickedness. Hence, Ecclesiastes 9:11 
preached thus: “...the race is not to the 
swift, northe battletothe strong, neitheryet 
bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of 
understanding, nor yet favor to men of skill; 
but time and chance happeneth to them 
all." Time and chance are in the hands of 
God. Unless He approves what we do on 
earth, there is every possibility that the end 
of man will be disastrous. 

Faith confession: I am cautioned to act in a 
manner that please God. I am not expected 
to be arrogant towards others because of 
the blessings of God upon my life 

Let us pray: Lord, Let me be guided by your 
lowly and meek character. Take the seed of 
pride out of me, so that I will humble myself 
to fol low you and to serve others. Amen I 

Meditation: Proverbs 14:31; Proverbs 17:5 
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Overcoming IFoumdotioinol lnflimeinees-2 

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he thatfeareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. Acts 10:34-35 


W e continue with our discussion 
on how we can do away with 
foundation influences. 
Hannah's words of faith in 1 Samuel 2:1-8, 
are relevant here: “The Lord maketh poor, 
and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and 
lifteth up. He raiseth up the poor out of the 
dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the 
dunghill, to set them among princes, and 
to make them inherit the throne of glory: 
for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, 
and he hath set the world upon them.” The 
opportunity one has should be seen as an 
opportunity to affect lives positively. God 
lifts up whomever He pleases, and to use 
such an opportunity against His creation 
is sin before Him. In Ezekiel 18:20, the 
penalty for sins committed against God is 
concluded as 'death.'Moreover, Jesus says 
in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” It is this 
affirmed mission of heaven here on earth, 
that also make Him to openly invite 
anyone who is experiencing the burden of 
this material world to come unto Him in 
Matthew 11:28. Coming to Jesus involves 
living a life of true repentance. While man 
seeks the wealth in the material world, the 
right path isto engage oneself in doing the 
bidding of the Lord. Jesus Christ refers to 
this act as storing treasures in heaven. It 


means that Believers' spiritual maturity in 
the faith they professes relies in their 
ability to walk in the path that leads to 
righteousness when their souls have been 
restored by God - Psalms 23:3. I see this 
path of growth as involving Initiation into 
the Christian fold through believing in 
Christ, an Intimation process through 
personal communion with Christ and an 
Implantation process through being 
sown into the vineyard of God as a seed 
that will grow, becoming the planting of 
the Lord and bearing abiding fruits in His 
Kingdom. Keep your faith intact. It is 
needed on our passage unto heaven. Till 
we meet again in November, I leave you 
with this word of faith by the three young 
men who defied the order of the king to 
honour God, in Daniel 3:17, “...our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us...” 

Faith confession: I am encouraged to 
remain steadfast in the Lord, and to learn 
more about the attitudes and characters 
that I must exhibit before others as a 
believer. 

Let us pray: Lord, I was able to follow this 
devotional for this month to the end by 
your strength and grace. Receive all the 
glory, honourandadoration.Amen! 

Meditation: 1 Corinthians2:1-16 
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If you are not born again, you may have studied this devotional as 
literary material and will not receive the spirit therein. You can make a 
decision to correct that now by saying this covenant confession: 

Lord Jesus, I know now that you died for my sins. I believe and confess 
you as my Lord and Saviour. Please come into my life and dwell inside me. 

If you just said this confession, you should locate a spirit-filled church 
to join in fellowship with them - let the pastor know you just gave 
your life to Christ and you will be directed on what to do next. 
Salvation is a personal race and you must be serious with it. 

You can also call us through the numbers below: 

+2348076190064; +234-8086737791. 

Or send the author an email: umonthoja@yahoo.com 



If you are led to support this WORK financially, 

You can contact the author on umonthoja@yahoo.com 
Or send your contribution as “Devotional Support” to: 

Account Name: Royal Diamonds Int'l Church 
Account No: 2018430512 
Bank: First Bank of Nigeria Limited 
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